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Every weekend Laura Mar-
lowe watches non-residents 
drive through the Copper-
fi eld neighborhood, looking 

to see if there are any new houses 
on the market there.

She understands. 
“We’ve lived here for fi ve years 

now, but I wanted to move into 
Copperfi eld when it was being built 
in 1991,” Marlowe said. “I was 
pregnant with our fi rst child, but 
we couldn’t afford it. We bought 
two other houses before we built 
up enough equity to buy a house 
here.”

James Wagers used to be one 
of those Copperfi eld home hunters 
who regularly drove through the 
neighborhood. He even left notes 
at houses that appealed to him, 
informing the owners that if they 
ever decided to sell their home, 

he’d be interested.
After a year of cruising Copper-

fi eld, Wagers noticed a Realtor put-
ting a “For Sale” sign in the yard of 
a Corona Drive home. 

She already had one prospective 
buyer coming by that afternoon, 
but she agreed to show the house 
to Wagers after that appointment. 
He and his wife, Karen, toured the 
house at 5:30 p.m.; by 11 p.m. they 
had bought it.

Three years later, Wagers can’t 
imagine living anywhere else. “I 
get a warm feeling every time I 

pull through the front gates (of the 
neighborhood),” he said. “When I 
pull in there and it says ‘Copper-
fi eld,’ I feel like I’m home.”

An active neighborhood
Chances are you won’t find a 

more activity-filled neighborhood 
than Copperfi eld, a 420-home subdi-
vision located off Clays Mill Road Ex-
tended near Man o’ War Boulevard.

The neighborhood association’s 
board, which includes Marlowe and 
Wagers, has a small army of volun-

teers who organize special events.
Since purchasing the 15-year-

old neighborhood’s clubhouse and 
swimming pool from the develop-
ers last summer, the leadership has 
taken on more responsibility.

Annual pool memberships are 
$375 for a family or $200 for a se-
nior/junior. A snack bar was added 
this summer.

In addition, residents can lease 
the clubhouse for holiday parties, 
weddings and other special occa-
sions.

Things are working great in Cop-
perfi eld, said board member Charlie 
Gancio, who moved to Lexington 
from Lansing, Mich., four years 
ago. 

“We have a lot of friendly peo-
ple,” Gancio said. “People take 
care of their homes and they do 
their share to keep the community 
strong. It’s a great neighborhood for 
kids to grow up in.”

Gancio, a father of three, said the 
community has been trying several 
new activities in addition to its an-
nual events. The list includes:

■ A new New Year’s Eve party 
with baby-sitting services provided.

■ An annual Super Bowl party at 
the clubhouse, which features a big-
screen TV.

■ Clubhouse gatherings to watch 
the University of Kentucky’s men’s 
basketball games. Gancio, a native 
of Long Island, N.Y., said that exper-
iment didn’t work so well because 
UK fans want to watch the games at 
home. “They have their rituals,” he 
said, laughing. “They have to sit in 
a certain chair with a certain towel 
and drink. People didn’t want to get 
out of their comfort zone.”

■ An annual Easter egg hunt.
■ A two-day children’s consign-

ment sale, held for the fi rst time 
last April. Participating mothers re-
ceived 70 percent of sale proceeds. 
The event raised $150 for the neigh-
borhood association.

■ An annual two-day yard sale 
in May. The association will offer 
another yard sale Sept. 23-24.

■ An annual July Fourth parade 
through the neighborhood. “The fi re 
department sends a fi re truck and 

our kids decorate their bikes,” Gan-
cio said. “We’ll have 60 kids follow-
ing the truck down the street with 
their bikes. We have prizes for the 
most patriotic bike and the safest 
bike.” The holiday festivities, which 
attracted more than 300 people this 
year, also included swimming con-
tests, a water slide and volleyball 
games.

■ Each summer brings the Cop-
perfield Crocodiles swim team 
into action. Youth ages 6 to 17 are 
coached by Mike Cooper. They 
compete at six meets against other 
neighborhood swim teams in the 
Man o’ War Conference. The 2004 
team fi nished third in the nine-team 
conference.

■ Beginning in September and 
continuing through March, Cop-
perfi eld will again sponsor monthly 
Friday Night Flicks for children at 
the clubhouse. The movie nights, 
which began in 2003, have featured 
such G- and PG-rated fare as Find-
ing Nemo, Radio, School of Rock and 
The Santa Clause 2.

■ Last October, the neighborhood 
association sponsored a vendor fair, 
which gave residents an opportu-
nity to showcase their products and 
services. The fair, which was open 
to the public, attracted 180 shop-
pers.
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COPPERFIELD
Clays Mill Road Extended subdivision offers family-friendly, activity-fi lled neighborhood

The Copperfi eld 
neighborhood at 
a glance:
Number of homes: 420

Number of homes sold 
since January 2004: 19*

Average sales price since 
January 2004: $225,400*

Average square footage of 
homes sold since January 
2004: 2,200*

Number of current listings: 
1**

Schools: Clays Mill 
Elementary, Beaumont 
Middle, Paul Laurence 
Dunbar High

Web site:
www.copperfi eldlex.org

* Fayette County Property Valuation 
Administrator’s offi ce

** Lexington-Bluegrass Association 
of Realtors’ Multiple Listing Service 
(doesn’t include “For Sale by 
Owner” listings)
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See COPPERFIELD on page 23

RIGHT: Debbie 
Botkin, left, and 
Mike Martin 
recently played 
mixed doubles 
with friends 
Ruby Slone and 
Randall Slone at 
the Copperfi eld 
tennis courts.

BELOW: The 
Copperfi eld 
Neighborhood 
Association 
purchased its 
swimming pool 
and clubhouse 
from the
developers last 
summer.

ABOVE:
This house at 
1412 Copper 
Run Boulevard 
in Copperfi eld 
is listed for 
$263,800 by 
Realtor Ben 
Hammack of 
the Pulliam 
Company. The 
2,918-square-
foot house has 
four bedrooms 
and 21/2 
bathrooms.

LEFT:
The Copperfi eld 
Neighborhood 
Association 
leadership 
team includes 
front row, from 
left, Susan 
Potter, James 
Wagers and 
Laura Marlowe; 
and back row, 
from left, Mark 
Yates, Larry 
W. Young and 
Charlie Gancio.
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